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“There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats its 

children.” 

- Nelson Mandela 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The Juvenile Justice System or JJS in India caught attention during British rule. JJS and correctional 

measure was the fortunate direct result of western philosophy and development of law reforms. Owing 

to doli incapex, the youth often come in conflict with law and get themselves to commit a crime. Earlier, 

there was no pinch of leniency to children and they were thrown in jail ruthlessly. In the nineteenth 

century several penologists prescribed fair and equal punishment for both adult and Juveniles. History 

reveals that, juveniles were hanged and imprisoned. The records reveal that, in 1833, death sentence 

was passed on nine years of child for stealing goods costing two pence.1Studies found that children 

should be given correctional measures instead of penal measures. India being a signatory to UNDH  

and a member of UNO, have applied the international law standards to minor delinquencies. A “child” 

means an individual who has not attained the age of 18 years and is not mature enough to understand 

that what is right and wrong. In modern era, the penal laws of most countries have adopted a principle 

of „doli incapex2’. Children are the foundation of the nation; they are the reflection of future. Every 

country has some special provisions for children and to protect them from crimes. It is a major 

problem when the minor starts developing criminal delinquencies and gets into law and order trouble. 

As a kid, a person is considered not mature enough to understand the repercussions of the things he is 

doing. The relationship between crime and age is inversely proportional and it is regarded as a universal 

phenomenon 3 Under the Indian Laws, Section 2 (k) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act, 2015 (referred as JJ Act) juvenile is a person who is above 16 years. Prior to JJ Act of 

2015, the age bar for juveniles were 18 years (Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 

2000, 2006, 2012). In fact, the age of the juvenile under the Indian legislations has taken variations. It 

varies from 14 to 18 years under various laws and different Indian states. The frightful incident of 

 

1 Dr. B.K. Das – Juvenile Justice in India – 1st Ed. 2011 at p. 10 
2 Section 82 of IPC states that a child below the age of seven years is doli incapex 
3 Hirschi, Travis and Michael Gottfredson (1983) Age and the Explanation of Crime. The American Journal of 

Sociology, 89 (3), 552-584. https://doi.org/10.1086/227905 
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“Nirbhaya Gang Rape Case”, on December 16, 2012 which sends chills down the spine shocked every 

citizen and put legislators to doubt the laws regarding Juvenile delinquencies. The reason for the doubt 

was the accused, who was just six months short to attain the age of 18 years was a rapist. Minor‟ s 

involvement in the heinous crime forced the Legislation to introduce a new law and thus, Indian 

Parliament came up with a new law which is known as “ Juvenile Justice ( Care and Protection), 2015( 

JJ, 2015). The JJ, 2015 was passed by Lok Sabha on 7th May, 2015; was passed by Rajya Sabha on 22nd 

December, 2015 and received Presidential assent and came into force on 31st December 2015. Under 

the 2000 Act, any child in conflict with law, not considering the type of offence committed, may spend 

or be punished for a maximum of three years in institutional care (special home, etc.) The child cannot 

be given any penalty more than three years, nor be tried as an adult and be sent to an adult jail whereas 

the act of 2015 treats all children under the age of 18 years in a similar way, except for one change. It 

states that any 16-18 year old who commits a heinous offence may be tried as a normal adult. The JJB 

shall assess the child‟ s understanding capacity of the consequences of the crime. On the basis of this 

assessment, a juvenile‟ s court will determine whether the child is fit to be tried as an adult or not. The 

new act has a provision which lays down for JJBs to include few psychologists and sociologists which 

would decide upon whether a juvenile criminal in the age group of 16-18 can be tried as adult. 

 

REASONS FOR JUVENILE CRIMES 
 

There 3 kinds of factors which includes Social, Psychological and Biological. 4
 

 
SOCIAL 

 

Disintegrated Family :- Disintegration of family members and negligence in parental control is also a 

major cause behind the increasing rates of juvenile delinquency 5 . In normal cases the trauma of 

separation of parents, non- supervision by the elders, lack of love or attention and adoptions are the 

major factors of juvenile delinquency. The family feuds within the family create a violent attitude 

around the child and hence give a rise to the abnormal criminal phase in his mind.6 A person becoming 

aware of the fact that he is adopted might also lead to a psychological trauma about his identity and that 

might lead to violent behavior.7 

Migration :- Desertion and destitution of minors to slums areas brings them in contact with some anti – 

social elements of society that comes alongside with illegal activities such as prostitution, smuggling of 

drugs or narcotics etc which affects the mentality of the minors. The mental company will degrade the 

 
4 
Tyagi, Malvika, (2016) Analysis of Juvenile Crime, Economic and Political Weekly, 51 (51): 17- 21 

5 Knoester, Chris and Dana L. Haynie, (2005) Community Context, Social Integration into Family, and Youth Violence. 

Journal of Marriage and Family 67 (3): 767- 780 https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-3737.2005.00168.x 
6 World Youth Report, 2003 
7 Haveripet, Rakesh. (2013) “Causes and Consequences of Juvenile Delinquency in India”. Recent Research in Science 

and Technology. 5 (3): 29-31 
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quality of the minor8. Even migration to better or similar places can affect a minor as children are 

attached to the place or the people at the place of living 9 and detachment from them could increase 

mental aggressiveness.10
 

Poverty and Unemployment:- Poverty makes a person “slave” by making him do unthinkable acts. The 

lack of money or the incomplete desires of the minor are tried to fulfil by them by stealing, mugging, 

etc. The absence of fulfilment of desires creates frustration in the minds of the minor. Unemployment 

creates insecurities. The responsibility of the family is on the juvenile‟ s wages and salary at times, but 

because of unemployment he cannot fulfil others wishes. This creates mental tensions.11
 

Drug Addiction:- Comsumption of addictive drugs and alcohols intoxicate the person and hence he 

doesn‟ t understand the repercussions of the tasks done by him when high or drunk. Alcohol has 

proved to increase the aggressiveness of a person thus increasing the chances of violent crimes.12
 

Low education :- Education promotes civilization. Lack of civilization fuels crimes. The minors, who 

are deprived of their right to education, will not have a clear understanding of the right and wrong. 

Minors without education means ignorance by them of even the basic laws, and ignorance of it would 

lead to commission of crime unknowingly.13
 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 
 

Ego :- Freudian‟ s concepts of id, ego and super-ego tells us about minor delinquencies. When the id 

(the child element) becomes too strong, and the super- ego becomes weak (the socially taught element 

of personality) the ego develops into anti-social person14. Whenever self- control and social control 

through primary groups becomes weak, the juveniles develop criminal tendencies.15
 

Adolescence Instability :- At this stage, teenagers become careful and conscious about their  

appearances and fashions, enjoyment, food, play and etc. And at this age, they want freedom, all the 

adventures and benefits. They want to be independent but very less opportunities are provided of the 

 

 
8 Miller, Walter B. (1958) Lower Class Sub- culture as a Generating Mileu of Gang Delinquency. Journal of Social 

Issues, 14, 5-19. 1958 https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540- 4560.1958.tb01413.x 
9 Shonkoff, Jack P.; Andrew S. Garner; the Committee on Psychological Aspects of Child and Family Health, 

Committee on Early Childhood, Adoption, and Dependent Care, and Section on Developmental and Behavioral 

Pediatrics; Benjamin S. Siegel; Mary I. Dobbins; Marian F. Earls; Andrew S. Garner; et al. 2012. “The Lifelong Effects 

of Early Childhood Adversity and Toxic Stress.” Pediatrics 129 (1): e232–46. 
10 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28601041 
11 Ombato, John Onyango, Gerald O. Ondick et al (2013) “Factors Influencing Youth Crime”. International Journal of 
Research in Social Sciences. March, 1 (2): 18- 21 
12 https://www.alcoholrehabguide.org/alcohol/crimes/ 
13 Kohlberg, L – Child psychology and child Education: A cognitive development view, 1987, New York, Longman 
14 Williams, K. S. (2012) “Criminology”, U. K., Oxford University Press. 
15 Mishra, Alok K. N. (2013). Juvenile Delinquency on the Rise. Times of India. July 13. Available on 

timesofindia.indiatimes.com 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28601041
https://www.alcoholrehabguide.org/alcohol/crimes/
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same by their parents, teachers and elders this leads to development of anti – social behavior in them. 

Thus, this anti – social behavior, is one of the reason for juvenile delinquency. 

Modern Life Style:- The modern lifestyles demands more and from the minors. The rapidly changing 

modern lifestyles or any change in normal behavioural patterm creates harmful psychological trends in 

minors. They are confronted with problems of culture conflicts and are not able to differentiate 

between what is right and wrong.16
 

Low confidence:- The lack of confidence in minors lead to bullying in school or normal life. This 

bullying can cause vengeful emotions inside a minor and these emotions can force the minor to commit 

crimes. 

 

BIOLOGY 
 

Pornography:- Cinema, T.V and obscene literature generally provokes sexual and other bodily and 

mind impulses of the teenagers. Hence, they commit sex related offences. The desire in their mind 

incites erratic behavior. 

Sexual Temptation :- While a person is hit by puberty, sexual temptations and desires start cropping up 

amongst the teenagers. These sexual temptation when couldn‟ t be satisfied, comes out as sexual 

frustration. The kind of frustrations create criminal delinquencies in the society. 17
 

Mental Disorders :- There can be a number of mental disorders such as schizophrenia, syndromes, etc. 

Schizophrenia is a genetic mental disorder in which people hallucinate or imagine things. These 

hallucinations lead to development of anger issues in the children which could be harmful in the later 

disease. 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JUVENILE AND CHILD? 
 

A minor is anybody who is legally under the age of 18 years old. A minor can a child and juvenile. Both 

of these terms are used as substitutes for each other. But there is vast difference between the two. 

1) A child is minor who is below 16 years of age and according to law is incompetent to 
understand the consequences of the act. 

2) Whereas, a juveline is a minor from 16-18 years of age who can recognize criminal liability in 
acts and can be punished for heinous crimes under JJ Act,2015 

 
 
 

 
16 Prof. N.V. Paranjape, Criminology, Penology with Victimology, page no 665, Central Law Publications, 17th edition , 

2017. 
17 Dr. S.S. Srivastava, page no 319, Central Law Agency, 3rd Edition, 2007 
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LEGISLATIVE INTENT 
 

Under the Apprentice Act (1850), it was held that destitute or petty offenders in the age group of 10 

and 18 years should be dealt in a different manner- the convicted children were required to work as 

apprentices for businessmen. Section 82 of the Indian Penal Code of 1860 also recognized the 

special status of delinquencies by children. It has set an age limits on criminal responsibility and barred 

children younger than 7 from culpability. The children aged from 7 to 12 years of age were considered 

to have sufficient maturity to understand the nature of their actions under certain circumstances. 

The Code of Criminal Procedure of 1861 allowed for separate trials of persons younger than age 15 and 

their treatment under the reformatories rather than prisons. 

1. In 1986, the central government of India passed a central Act, which is called the Juvenile Justice 
Act of 1986. It was a social legislation aiming to provide care, protection, treatment and 
rehabilitation for delinquent children. 

2. Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act was passed in 2000 which provided for a 
uniform legal framework of justice across the country. The main purpose of the new Act was to 
ensure that no child (up to the age 18 years) offender is lodged in jail. 

3. The new Juvenile Justice Act of 2015 took into cognizance the involvement of juveniles in 
heinous crimes. 

Other highlights of the bill: 

 
 Under the new legal provisions, if a child of 16 years or above commits a heinous crime, a 

preliminary assessment of his mental and physical maturity will be made by the Juvenile Justice 
Board 

 Juvenile Justice Boards (JJB) and Child Welfare Committees (CWC) will be set up in each district. 
There should be at least one women on the board. 

 The JJB will conduct a basic and preliminary inquiry to conclude whether a juvenile offender is to 
be sent for rehabilitation or be tried as an adult. The CWC will decide institutional care for children 
in requirement of care and protection. 

 Eligibility criteria set for adoptive parents and the procedure for adoption has been included in the 
Bill.18

 

 Penalty implemented for cruelty against a child, offering a narcotic substance to a child, and 
abduction of or selling a child have stated. 

The 2015 Act, foster care has been introduced, under which families can take up responsibilities of 

juveniles in conflict with law, or the orphaned or abandoned children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

18 Kumari, V. (2004) The Juvenile Justice System in India: From welfare to Rigths, India, Oxford University Press 
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JUDICIAL INTENT 
 

Sheela barse who is a children‟ s rights activist and works towards getting children the adequate care 

necessary. Supreme Court in the court was firm in its stance in the below judgment and that was a 

turning point in the history of children‟ s rights19. In Sheela Barse v. Secretary20, children Aid Society, the 

Supreme Court agreed upon setting up juvenile courts and special juvenile court officers and the proper 

provision of care and protection of children in observation Homes. It is proven that the claim of 

juvenility can be decided only by the board and is mentioned in the rule 12 of the Justice rules, 2007. It 

was held in the case of KulaiIbrahim v. State of Coimbatore21 that the claim of juvenility can be raised at any 

stage. In the initial stage, later stage or even after the disposition of the case. Many of the under 

privileged children do not have permanent home address so lack a concrete identity and date of birth 

proof so it was held in the case of Deoki Nandan Dayma v. State of Uttar Pradesh 22 That if there is 

uncertainty regarding the date of birth of the child, the proof of date of birth in the school register is 

admissible proof of the fact if the minor is a juvenile or a child. The supreme court further 

strengthened its stand in the case of Satbir Singh& others v. State of Haryana23  that the child‟ s age could be 

determined from school records, it would solve a lot of difficulties in the solving disputes in the courts. 

The records are proofs of date birth and can be taken into consideration by Juvenile justice board. 

In case of Krishna Bhagwan v. State of Bihar24 the court stated that for the reason of trial under Juvenile 

Justice Board , the relevant date which is to be taken into consideration should be the age of juvenile 

should be on which the offence has been committed. But this precedent was subsequently overturned 

in the landmark case of Arnit Das v. State of Bihar25 the Supreme Court held that date to decide the claim 

of juvenility should be the date on which the accused is brought before the competent authority. The 

above precedents show that judiciary has always been keen in providing justice and protection to the 

children. 

 

 
JURISPRUDENCE IN JUVENILE JUSTICE 

 

The Latin expression Juris-prudentia bears the meaning of knowledge or skill in Law to describe the legal 

implication of any body of knowledge. Jurisprudence is the study in to law and legal system to mark out 

the value of law and to lay out principles of law, derived from authoritative and meaningful sources and 

apply to facts of the situations to solve problems of practical nature. Jurisprudence comprises of the 

philosophy to reflect upon the rules and known principles related to law. It is concerned with analysis 

19 Ibid 
20 Sheela Barse v. Secretary AIR1987 SC656 
21 KulaiIbrahim v. State of Coimbatore AIR 2014 SC 2726 
22Deoki Nandan Dayma v. State of Uttar Pradesh 1997 10 SCC 525 
23 Satbir Singh& others v. State of Haryana AIR 2005 SC 3549 
24 Krishna Bhagwan v. State of Bihar AIR 1989 
25 Arnit Das v. State of Bihar AIR 2000 SC 748 
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of law and legal history concepts. Once the parents exercise the right to have child, their duty towards 

the child starts since conceived in the mother‟ s womb; which rights are not only moral and ethical as 

per our ancient dharma, but also legal and social, including upon the society within the environment 

and the territory, as per our constitution and the laws enacted; apart from such of those international 

conventions to which India is a party, to have the force of law as part of the Constitutional 

conventions. Child care and its development is thus a human right and social welfare concept, based on 

our ancient Dharmas prevailing from ethical and moral values embodied in us by society. The Supreme 

Court in Lakshmi Kant Pandey case 26 , in its first Judgment of the case in 1984 itself, on child 

jurisprudence observed that: 

1. Children‟ s programmes should be an important part in our national-plans for development of 

human resources and children, so that our children grow up to become robust citizens. Civilization 

of children would lead to reduction the crime rates. 

2. The children by reason of their physical and mental immaturity and innocence needs special 

protection from criminal liability, including the suitable legal protection right from birth to 18 years 

of age and should be given whatever the mankind owes to the children the best it has to give. 

3. The responsibility for providing care and protection to children, including those who are orphaned, 

abandoned, neglected and physically, mentally and emotionally abused rests primarily with the 

family, the society and the nation at large. 

4. The child born during lawful wedlock is presumed to be legitimate. Proof of non-access to other 

sexual intercourse must be satisfactory27. Section 112 of the Indian Evidence Act28 is based on the 

well known maxim pater est quem nuptive demonstrant (he is the father whom the marriage indicates). 

This presumption is a definite proof under Section 4 of the Indian Evidence Act, until the party 

disputing the paternity to establish non-access under Section 112 of the Indian Evidence Act, in 

order to dismiss the presumption. Marriage or affiliation may be presumed, thus the law in general 

is presuming against vice and immorality. Even a DNA report indicating negative on paternity is of 

no avail, as it is to be proved by other evidence of non-access266. The quickening of the child in 

womb usually occurs between 18th and 20th weeks of pregnancy.29Child born after 7-9 months of 

marriage was legitimate30. Thus, the law presumes against vice and immorality when it comes to the 

legitimacy of the child to protect the child from identity crisis. 

5. The children of prostitutes should be separated from them as the profession of their parents can 

cause a significant effect on the mind of the minors. Therefore, accommodation in hostels and 

 

26Lakshmi Kant Pandey Vs. Union of India and others, in its first Judgment reported in-1985 Supp SCC 70. 2. Laxmi 

Kant Pandey Vs. Union of India-1987(1)SCC66-SCC(Cri) 33) 3. .Laxmikant Pandey Vs. Union of India- 

1991(4)SCC33-SCC(Cri)836 4. Laxmi Kant Pandy Vs. Union of India-2001(9)SCC 379. 
27 Chilukuni Venkateswarlu Vs. Chilukuri Venkatenarayan-AIR 1954 SC 176=SCR 424. 
28 S.112- Birth during marriage, conclusive proof of legitimacy 
29 Dukhtar Jahan Vs. Mohammed Farooq-AIR 1987 SC 1049 
30 Gaurav Jain Vs. Union of India-AIR 1990 SC 292. 
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other rehabilitative homes should be adequately accessible to help separation of these children from 

their mothers living in brothels. 

6. Child jurisprudence requires attention in growth and understanding of law in a socio-legal 

viewpoint, for most care and special protection of child development. Childhood is mostly 

dependant on parents, other family members, teachers and immediate living society. Recognizing 

the rights and privileges of the children to guard and to take care of, for their progress, as investing 

in the child development is best investment for a nation. 

The importance of child jurisprudence can also be visualized from the words of Mr. A.B.Vajpayee who 

quoted contextually on one occasion in a Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan programme relating to child growth 

that “children have the right to a better life, happiness, family care and sense of security.” 

 
 

COMAPARISON OF SENTENCING OPTIONS 
 

INDIA 

In India the act provides following powers to Juvenile justice Board. 

1.  Observation homes(Section 8): These homes are set up for the temporary reception of any 

juvenile in conflict with law for the duration of the pendency of any inquiry regarding them 

under this Act. They are to be established by the State Govt. 

2.  Special homes (Section9) : The homes are to be set up by the state Govt. to provide for the 

management of special homes, including the standards and a variety of types of services to be 

provided by them which are essential for re-socialization of a juvenile. 

3. Children‟ s homes (Section 34 ) The State Government may establish and keep up or in 

connection with the charitable organizations, children‟ s homes, in every district , for the 

reception of child in need of love and affection and protection during the pendency of any 

inquiry and then for their care, treatment, education, training, development and rehabilitation. 

4.  Shelter homes (Section37) : The State Government may recognize, reputed and capable 

voluntary organizations and provide them help to establish and manage as many shelter homes 

for juveniles or children as may be requisite. 

5.  Foster care (Section42) In foster care homes, the child may be placed in another family for a 

short or extensive period of time, depending upon the conditions where the child‟ s own parent 

usually visit regularly and eventually after the therapy, where the children may go back to their 

own homes 

 
UNITED KINGDOM AND U.S.A31. 

 

 
31 Goswami, Shivani and Neelu Mehra (2014). Juvenile Justice Systems in United States and India: Modern Scenario 

and Much Needed Modifications. Journal of Law and Criminal Justice 
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Juvenile courts have a wide range of sentencing options that they can impose on juveniles or youth 

offenders. 

 Incarcerating Juvenile: After a child is held delinquent a JJ Court may order imprisonment as a 

penalty.32
 

  Home confinement: The judge can order the minor to stay at home, with exception (attend 

school, work, counseling, and so on). Otherwise, it is called house arrest 

 residency with someone other than a parent or guardian: The judge can require that the minor 

live with a relative or in a group. 

  Juvenile hall/juvenile detention facility: The judge can drive the minor to a juvenile detention 

facility. These facilities are considered for short-term stays. 

 Secured juvenile facilities: These facilities are intended for longer term stays. Juveniles can be 

sent to protected facilities for months or years. 

 Juvenile and adult jail: In some jurisdictions, judges can send criminal juveniles to a juvenile 

facility, and then order relocation to an adult facility once the juvenile reaches the age of 

majority. 

Non-Incarceration Options for Juveniles 

 Verbal warning: The sentence for the juvenile can be as simple as a verbal warning. 

 Fine: The minor may be obliged to pay a fine to the government or pay compensation to the 

victim. 

 Counseling: Often, judges require juveniles to go to counseling as an element of a disposition 

order. 

 Community service: Juveniles may be asked to work a definite number of hours in service to 

the local community. 

 Electronic monitoring: Juveniles may be required to wear a wrist or ankle bracelet that verifies 

their position or location at all times. 

Probation is a program of administration in which the minor‟ s freedom is very much limited and 

activities controlled. 

http://www.bostonherald.com/opinion/op_ed/2017/06/schiraldi_justice_system_failing_young_people
http://www.bostonherald.com/opinion/op_ed/2017/06/schiraldi_justice_system_failing_young_people
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SUGGESTIONS 
 

PLACE OF SAFETY33
 

It should be compulsory for all the states to establish places safety for protection of minors and to 

adhere to fundamental values prescribed by JJ model rules. Only few places have it right now. All 

supervising and Inspection authorities under the Act shall be given unrestricted access to such places,  

in order to conduct surprise visits, so as to avoid and deal with allegations of torture, abuse or neglect 

of juveniles residing there. A Special Committee consisting of different members of various professions 

such as professional social workers, counselors, psychiatrists, advocates, child rights experts, etc., 

should be compelled in order to provide specialized services to juveniles residing in such places. Any 

person who is in trouble should also seek hostage there. Current law allows only ones who the board 

has directed. 

PREVENTION OF RECIDIVISM 

The problem is recidivism is affecting India ghastly. Prisons or remand homes are supposed to be 

places of rehabilitation but there could not be seen any improvement in the offenders. Probation 

Officers, counselors, and other functionaries need to be made responsible for identifying juveniles at a 

superior risk of recidivism, case management, monitoring and ensuring educational or 

vocational/mental health/financial dependency treatment and other aid for juveniles. 

TREATMENT CENTRES. 

Systems are not in place to help recognize and take care of juveniles alleged to or established to have 

committed serious crime, who also have troubles regarding drug dependency, or mental health 

problems. Awareness about this in schools and colleges can help the juvenile offenders to take help 

even before committing the crime. This step will definitely prove to be “Prevention is better than cure” 

EDUCATION AS A MEANS TO ADDRESS JUVENILE CRIME 

Government of India should increase the age for free education from 14 to 18 years of age. 

Government should make it compulsory for every school to have mental and health checkups. A 

counselor should be appointed at every college, and students should be encouraged to consult one of 

the psychologists. Awareness raised during classes about juvenile delinquencies can curb the risk of it 

increasing. 

CASE CONFERENCING 

Rules could be altered to offer for Multi-Disciplinary Case Conferencing as a means to notify decisions 

by the JJB including the various kinds of Care Plans, given the added challenges in dealing with this 

 

 
33 Andrew Day, Kevin Howells and Debra Rickwood, “Current Trends in the Rehabilitation of Juvenile Offenders”, 

Trends and Issues in crime and criminal justice, No.284, October 2004 
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special group of juveniles. Every action should be structured in a way as to suit the juveline‟ s mental 

and physical health. 

ANTI- VIOLENCE EFFORTS ON RISKIER POPULATION. 

Many of the most damaging crime issues, such as gun violence, involve a relatively small number of 

individuals, which makes it possible to confront them through strategies that tightly focus on the 

people most likely to engage in them. 

REDUCE ACCESS TO FIREARMS 

There are a variety of strategies that address gun violence by minimizing the diversion of firearms from 

legal to illegal users, and prevent people at high risk of violence from purchasing firearms.34 Reducing 

the supply of firearms benefits youth by making it less likely that they will perpetrate or be the victim of 

a shooting, experience the direct trauma of someone who is close to the juvenile being shot, or suffer 

from the stress of residing in a neighborhood in which gun violence is common.35
 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

The mounting rate of juvenile crime in India is a very alarming issue and need to be focused upon. 

Although government has established various legislation and rules to stop the occurrences of juvenile 

crimes but the present laws on juveniles is not creating a deterrent consequence on the juveniles and 

thus the results are not fruitful and legislative intent is not accomplishing . Today the society is 

approaching the concluding ends of welfare approach towards children and is entering the era of rights 

approach. Asha  Bajpai writes,  “this  change  in  focus  from  the  „welfare‟   to  the  „rights‟   approach  is 

momentous. Rights are entitlements. They also imply obligations and duty. The rights approach is first 

and foremost concerned with issues of social justice, non-discrimination, equity and empowerment. It 

has been particularly introduced in the Indian Constitution under Art 51 A (k). Upbringing of a child 

into a hale and hearty adult with regard for social values is unquestionably dependent upon the 

performance of this duty by the parents or guardians. They should try to groom their children in such 

manner that they do not pick up any peculiarity or habit which may bring the juvenile into  

disagreement with law situation.     ”. For conclusion, “We are guilty of many blunders and many faults, 

but our worst crime is abandoning the children, ignoring the foundation of life. Many of things we  

need can hang around, the child cannot, right now is the time his muscles are being formed, his blood 

is being made and his senses are being developed. To him, we cannot answer „tomorrow‟ . His name is 

„today‟ .36
 

 
 

34 Lee, Lois K., Eric W. Fleegler, Caitlin Farrell, Elorm Avakame, Saranya Srinivasan, David Hemenway, and Michael 

C. Monuteaux. 2017. “Firearm Laws and Firearm Homicides: A Systematic Review.” JAMA Internal Medicine 177 (1): 

106–19 
35 Bieler, Samuel, Kilolo Kijakazi, Nancy G. La Vigne, Nina Vinik, and Spencer Overton. 2016. Engaging 

Communities in Reducing Gun Violence: A Road Map for Safer Communities. Washington, DC: Urban Institute. 
36 Gabriela Mistral, Nobel Prize winning poet from Chile. 
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